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	Provides a framework to assess and address significant threats to objectivity and impartiality during the engagement. 
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	Is issued by a nationally recognized professional or standard-setting body or a relevant 


	U.S. regulator. 
	Use of Recognized Standards
	Use of Recognized Standards
	Section 7122 “Thoroughness and Independence of Cybersecurity Audits” requires certain businesses to complete a cybersecurity audit by “a qualified, objective, independent professional (“auditor”) using procedures and standards generally accepted in the profession of auditing.” Regulations should require the use of recognized assurance standards, such as the AICPA’s attestation standards. 
	AICPA attestation standards ensure independence, performance and reporting in assurance engagements. These widely accepted standards are developed through a transparent public process and require CPAs to maintain expertise in auditing, assurance services and relevant subject matter. Under the AICPA attestation standards: 
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	Independence: A CPA must be independent in both fact and appearance when performing an assurance engagement. 
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	Performance: Performance standards ensure that all practitioners are consistently performing engagements. 
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	Reporting: Reporting standards ensure that the results of the assurance engagements are reported clearly and consistently, and users can easily understand the findings and conclusions of the CPA. 


	For decades, CPAs have enhanced trust in financial reporting through audits. The value of an independent CPA audit is widely recognized in financial markets. Similarly, the AICPA developed System & Organization Controls (SOC) examinations to help organizations demonstrate proper controls for protecting client information. SOC 2 and SOC for Cybersecurity engagements further highlight CPAs' expertise in evaluating and reporting on cybersecurity risks. 
	A SOC 2 examinationis a report on controls at a service organization relevant to security, availability, processing integrity, confidentiality or privacy. SOC 2 reports are intended to meet the needs of a broad range of users that need detailed information and assurance about the controls at a service organization relevant to security, availability and processing integrity of the systems the service organization uses to process users’ data and the confidentiality and privacy of the information processed by 
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	A SOC for Cybersecurityis a report on an organization’s enterprise-wide cybersecurity risk management program. A key component is the cybersecurity risk management reporting framework, which assists organizations as they communicate relevant and useful information about the effectiveness of their cybersecurity risk management programs. 
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	The AICPA’s 2017 Trust Services Criteria for Security, Availability, Processing Integrity, Confidentiality, and Privacy (Trust Services Criteria)are outcome-based criteria that can be used to evaluate and report on processes and controls that affect the security, availability and 
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